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Response on “Like Mexicans” Essay
Regarding the grandmother’s advice in this story, I think that the advice was geared towards ensuring that Soto had a better life in future. The grandmother, knowing very well that as Mexicans, they were poor, she advised Soto to become a barber because she believed that barbers make a lot of money and as such, her advice was meant to make Soto a wealthy person in future so that he would not languish in poverty. However, she also advised Soto to marry a Mexican girl basing her advice on two important reasons. One of the reasons was that a Mexican girl could cook and the second reason was that a Mexican girl would behave like a woman and not like a man in her husband’s home. Looking at this advice regarding marriage, the grandmother wanted Soto to have an enjoyable marriage in future with someone of his social class that would not look down on him and cause him marital problems. She wanted Soto to have a woman that would respect him. Therefore, it is clear that the grandmother was trying to protect her grandchild both from poverty and from disrespectful women particularly from those races she referred to as Okies.
I think that despite the cultural differences between Japanese, where Carolyne came from and the Mexicans where Soto came from, both of them seem to be operating from the same social class. In fact, Carolyn’s home and parents exhibit a sense of humility and are as poor as the other Mexicans. I think that the cultural diversity in regard to the girl that Soto preferred is important in opening up the minds of people such as Soto’s mother and grandmother who think that all other races are Okies and can only produce disrespectful women which are not fit for Mexican men to marry.
